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MARQUESS   OF  WILLING-DON
1931-1936
'E1REEMAN THOMAS, afterwards Earl .and Marquess of
JL Willingdon, was born at Ratton in Sussex on 12th
September 1866, the only son of Freeman Thomas of that
place and of Yapton, by the Hon. Mabel Brand, daughter
of Henry Bouverie, 1st Viscount Hampden, formerly
Speaker of the House of Commons. His family, long
settled in Sussex, was descended from Arthur Freeman, who
had married a daughter of Sir George Thomas, Governor of
the Leeward Islands in 1750; and their son Inigo, M.P.. for
Weobley, had taken the name of Thomas on inheriting his
mother's property.,
Freeman Thomas was educated at Eton and Trinity
College, Cambridge, where he was a distinguished athlete,
being Captain of the Cricket Eleven both at his school and
university, thus wearing the coveted light blue cap for
seven consecutive years. He was also a deft fives player, a
good shot and a keen rider to hounds, being for some time
Master of the Eastbourne pack.
In 1892 he married Marie Adelaide, daughter of Thomas,
afterwards 1st Earl Brassey, a prominent Liberal, and the
son of a wealthy contractor. He then took the surname of
Freeman-Thomas, From 1897 to 1900 he served as A.D.C.
to his father-in-law when Governor of Victoria; and on
returning to England he was elected as Liberal M.P. for
Hastings and later for BodmifL He was good-looking,
good-tempered, shrewd, a good mixer and very popular in
the House of Commons; and when the Liberals came into
office in, 1905 he was appointed a Junior Lord of the
Treasury aad a Whip, a post for which he was eminently
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